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· 50,000 yrs before creation: Qur’an was recorded in al-Lawh al-Mahfoodh 
 

· 13 before Hirjah: Brought down to Bayt al-Izzah in laylatul Qadr in Ramadaan 
 

· 13 Before Hijri  to 11 Hijri : Qur’an revealed to the Prophet ��� gradually and recorded on parchments, 
animal shoulder blades, and date-palm leaves. Jibreel reviewed the Qur’an with the prophet every Ramadaan  

and in the last year, he reviewed it twice. Zayd ibn Thaabit ���  was present for the last review. 
 

· 12-13 Hijri : Compilation of the Qur’an in one Mushaf during the time of Abu Bakr ���  by a committee led by Zayd.  
Parchments written in front of the prophet were brought forth along with 2 witnesses for every ayah. 

 
· 24-25 Hijri: Consolidation and Standardization: Multiple copies of the original Musaf were created and  

sent out to the Ummah’s major cities. Along with the standard Mushaf, Qur’anic reciters were also  
sent to the major cities to teach the Muslims the proper pronunciation and recitation. 

 
· Tashkeel by Abu al-Aswad al-Du’aaly (D. 69H) by the request of Ali ibn Abi-Taalib’s (t) to make the mushaf  

easier for the people to recite. His method was to put a dot above the letter for an “a” vowel, after the  
letter for a “u” vowel, and below the letter for an “i” vowel. These dots were added in red.  

Tashkeel as we know it today was introduced by alFaraheedy (d. 174H).  
 

· Nuqat (dots distinguishing similar letters) The students of Abu al-Aswad, Yahya ibn Ya’mar (D 100H)  
and Nasr ibn ‘Aasim (D 89H), during the reign of ‘Abdul Malik ibn Marwaan (65 - 86H), added dots to the  

script of the MusHaf to distinguish similar letters. 
 

All these major events happened less than 75 years after the death of the beloved prophet pbuh. 
While some companions were still alive, the Qur’an had been written down with a rudimentary ver-
sion of tashkeel and nuqat. The Arabs natively knew how to read the Qur’an without any diacritical 
marks. As the Islaamic empire expanded however, there was a need to facilitate for non-Arabs a 

way to be able to read and memorize the Qur’an Easily. 
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